
Preparing for the Gatsby Theme Essay: An MLA Outline for the Exam 

In this assignment you will create an outline that 

is required upon entrance to the exam in order to 

write the essay on the day of the final.  

You will begin preparing for it by composing a 

thesis statement and a number of topic sentences 

that explain and support it for your essay about The 

Great Gatsby.. 

1. Choose a theme that you feel prepared to 

discuss in an essay about the novel. Be 

committed to using it so that you don’t have 

to change it later on. 

2. Now take a look at some of the passages you 

have recorded from chapters of the book. 

How do these quotes serve as evidence to 

something that you might say about one of 

the five themes we have selected to study?  

3. Since an essay is essentially an argument 

with support, your thesis statement should 

make a rather bold claim about the author’s 

point of writing the book. The bolder the 

statement/stronger the argument, the easier it 

will be to support it with passages from the 

text and any other commentary you might 

find from outside research from places like 

Wikipedia, Spark Notes and other web 

pages. 

4. Write an introductory paragraph that uses 

the author as the subject and explain what 

the message of the book is about. Do not use 

yourself as the subject and avoid using plot 

details or quotes in this part. What is 

Fitzgerald saying about the theme and how 

does he show it to the reader? 

5. Structure several (at least three) paragraphs 

so that the topic sentence makes a statement 

about a new idea that connects well to your 

thesis statement. Do not begin with plot 

summary or an actual quote. Save those 

items for your support.  Use roman numerals 

to list these topics in an outline form (I, II, 

III, IV, etc.). 

6. Compose a few points that will explain the 

topic with capital letters after each topic 

sentence (A, B, C, etc.)  

7. List the pieces of evidence (quotes you plan 

to use from both the novel and outside 

sources) under the correct point that you 

wish to make with numbers (1,2,3, etc). 

Be sure they help to support and illuminate 

the reader to the topic.  

8. When you do use the plot and several 

quotes, explain how they are appropriate 

examples that are significant in showing 

what you mean. Use small letters (a,b,c, etc.) 

to show this in the outline. 

9. Here’s an example: 

 


